THE CAMPUS DISCIPLINARY
PROCESS IS DIFFERENT THAN
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCEEDINGS:

Why is it important to understand the differences?

There is a lot of confusion in the media, by the public, and often within institutions of higher learning (campuses) about the di erences
between its own conduct disciplinary process and what happens in the court of law. This confusion is evident when you hear someone
say, “he was found guilty by the college of sexual assault” or “she was charged with violating the student code of conduct.” Both those

statements contain language associated with the criminal justice system; a system whose goals and processes are very distinct from that
of a campus.

It is important to understand the di erences and use the correct language so that expectations about the campus process and outcomes
are accurate. For campuses, this is imperative when communicating with students, parents, faculty, and the extended community about
response protocols to acts that compromise the overall campus’ health and well-being.! This document was developed to assist Ohio’s






